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Dear Families, 

As we approach the summer break, we are excited to share our 2025 Summer
Reading List. Summer is a wonderful time for students to explore new worlds,
characters, and adventures through reading. It’s also a great way to maintain and
improve their reading skills in preparation for the upcoming school year.

Our reading list includes a selection of books that we believe will engage, entertain,
and inspire your children. The chosen books span a variety of genres, ensuring that
there is something for everyone to enjoy. Encouraging your child to read over the
summer can help them develop a lifelong love of reading and enhance their
academic skills.

Attached is a list of suggested book titles. (This list is also available on the
Springhurst website.) We hope you will find this list helpful when visiting the public
library or local bookstore. Please remember that these books are suggestions and
are not required reading.

Springhurst also has a subscription to a fun, reading program that you and your
child can access from home this summer anywhere there is an internet connection. 

Go to: http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php
User Name: springsch
Password: bookflix

If your child had a RAZ Kids account throughout the year, they will still have access
to it through the summer.

We hope that you have a fun-filled, story-filled summer and we will see you all in
September!

Happy Reading!

Mrs. Mary-Anne McTiernan                                         Mrs. Michelle Yang-Kaczmarek
Library Teacher.                                                             K – 8 Literacy Coordinator

http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php


Medusa: The Myth of Monsters
by Katherine Marsh
Ava Baldwin has always tried to keep her anger in check, just
like her mom taught her. But when know-it-all classmate Owen
King tries to speak over her yet again, Ava explodes . . . and
Owen freezes, becoming totally unresponsive.
Although Owen recovers, Ava's parents whisk her off to her
mother’s alma mater, the Accademia del Forte, a mysterious
international boarding school in Venice. There, Ava and her
brother, Jax, discover that the Olympian gods founded the
Accademia to teach the descendants of mythological monsters
how to control their emotions and their powers and become
functioning, well-adjusted members of society.
But not everything at the Accademia is as it seems. 

Healer of the Water Monster
by Brian Young

One night, while lost in the nearby desert, Nathan finds
something extraordinary. A Holy Being from the Navajo Creation
Story—a Water Monster—in need of help.

Now Nathan must summon all his courage to save his new friend.
With the help of other Navajo Holy Beings, Nathan is determined
to save the Water Monster, and to help Uncle Jet heal from his
own pain.

Safiyyah’s War
by Hiba Noor Kahn

War comes to the streets of Paris and Safiyyah’s life changes for
ever. Her best friend’s family have fled, and the bombing makes
her afraid to leave the mosque where she lives. But when her
father is arrested by the Nazis for his secret Resistance work, it
falls to Safiyyah to run the dangerous errands around the city. It’s
not long before hundreds of persecuted Jews seek sanctuary at
the mosque. What can Safiyyah do to help her neighbors? 



Allergic 
by Megan Wagner Lloyd & Michelle Mee Nutter

At home, Maggie is the odd one out. Her parents are preoccupied with
the new baby they're expecting, and her younger brothers are twins
and always in their own world. Maggie thinks a new puppy is the
answer, but when she goes to select one on her birthday, she breaks
out in hives and rashes. She's severely allergic to anything with fur!
Can Maggie outsmart her allergies and find the perfect pet?

Starfish 
by Lisa Fipps

Ellie is a middle school girl who is bullied every day for her weight.
Whether it comes from classmates, siblings, or even her mother,
Ellie is constantly bombarded with comments about her size.
Luckily, her friends help keep her head up most of the time. When
her best friend Viv moves away, a new friend, Catalina, fits right into
her place. Ellie's dad is also an ally; he stands up to Ellie's mom and
decides to take Ellie to a therapist. With the help of Dr. Wood, Ellie
learns how to feel comfortable in her own skin. 

Big Tree 
by Brian Selznick

A mysterious voice has been speaking to Louise in her dreams. She
and her brother Merwin are Sycamore seeds, who hope to one day
set down roots and become big trees. But when a fire forces them to
leave their mama tree prematurely, they find themselves catapulted
into the unknown, far from home. Alone and unprepared, they must
use their wits and imagination to navigate a dangerous world―filled
with dinosaurs, meteors, and volcanoes!―and the fear of never
finding a safe place to grow up. As the mysterious voice gets louder,
Louise comes to realize their mission in life may be much bigger than
either of them ever could have imagined!



Save Me a Seat
by Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan

Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're
both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same
town all his life; Ravi's family just moved to America from
India. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in common -
- but soon enough they have a common enemy (the biggest
bully in their class) and a common mission: to take control of
their lives over the course of a single crazy week.

A Wish in the Dark 
by Christina Soontornvat

All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor,
who appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace and order
to the city. For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the
magical lights represent freedom, and he dreams of the day
he will be able to walk among them. But when Pong escapes
from prison, he realizes that the world outside is no fairer
than the one behind bars. The wealthy dine and dance
under bright orb light, while the poor toil away in darkness.
Worst of all, Pong’s prison tattoo marks him as a fugitive
who can never be truly free.

Blips on a Screen
by Kate Hannigan & Zachariah Ohora

Do you ever wonder how video gaming was invented? What came
before your PlayStation or Xbox? This is the story of Ralph Baer, a
refugee from Nazi Germany, who used his skills–and a lot of
ingenuity and persistence–to make life a little more fun. Television
was new when Ralph returned from serving in World War II, but
he didn’t settle for watching TV. He knew it could be even more
fun if you could play with it. He tinkered and tested, got help and
rejected, but with perseverance and skill, he made his vision come
true! This is the inspiring story of a fearless inventor who made TV
video games a reality.



Alice in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll

When Alice sees a white rabbit take a watch out
of its waistcoat pocket she decides to follow it,
and a sequence of most unusual events is set in
motion.

Thank You, Mr. Falker
by Patricia Polacco

Trisha could paint and draw beautifully, but when she
looked at words on a page, all she could see was jumble.
It took a very special teacher to recognize little Trisha's
dyslexia: Mr. Falker, who encouraged her to overcome
her reading disability. 

The River
by Gary Paulsen

The government sends Brian back to the
Canadian wilderness in this beloved follow-up
to the award-winning classic Hatchet from
three-time Newbery Honor-winning author
Gary Paulsen!


